
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-133
SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CERRO METALS PRODUCTS COMPANY
6707 MOWRY AVENUE
NEWARK, ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter
called the Board) finds that:

1. SITE DESCRIPTION. The Cerro Metal Products Company facility, hereinafter referred to
as the site, is bordered by Cherry Street to the northeast, Alameda County Flood Control
Channel/Southern Pacific Railroad to the southwest, PeterbiltMotors to the northwest, and
Mowry Avenue to the southeast (Figure 1).

The Cerro Metal Products Company plant has been closed and the manufacturing
building removed; presently the lot is vacant. The facilities formerly located at the site
included a manufacturing plant, storage building, office building, wastewater treatment
facilities, oil/water separator, baghouse, and cooling towers (Figure 2).

2. SITE HISTORY. The property was originally tidelands which were filled in and used for
farming, possibly including ranching. Prior to 1955 the 40-acre site was owned by
Southern Pacific Corporation. In 1957, Consolidated Copper Company purchased the
property and began operation of a brass manufacturing plant. In 1960, Cerro Corporation
purchased the fabricating plant from Consolidated Copper Company, and the company
name changed to Cerro Copper and Brass, A Division of Cerro Corporation.

In or about 1972, Cerro Corporation was merged with The Marmon Group, Inc.
Subsequently, the manufacturing plants were split off and the Newark facility became
Cerro Metal Products, a division of The Marmon Group, Inc., and thereafter The Marmon
Group, Inc. changed its name to The Marmon Corporation, and Cerro Metal Products
Company became a wholly-owned subsidiary. Hereafter Cerro Metal Products Company
is referred to as the Discharger. Also in 1972, three acres were sold to Peterbilt Motors
Company to facilitate ingress/egress from their adjacent property. In March 1986 the
Newark facility was closed and the manufacturing operation was moved to the Los
Angeles area.

Approximately 10 acres were used for manufacturing purposes by the Discharger, with the
balance used for agriculture (hay). Chemicals handled at the facility included sulfuric,
muriatic, chromic and nitric acids, sulphur dioxide gas, turco solvent (containing
trichloroethylene and dichloromethane), Dyna Sprex Powder (containing sodium
hydroxide), liquid caustic, trichloroethane, oil and diesel fuel. Prior to 1985, two unlined
sludge settling ponds gathered sludge from a clarifier. These ponds were officially closed
by a letter dated May 2, 1986 from the RWQCB staff to the Discharger.
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